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The Lord is my Shepherd I ſball not want. Pſ. xxiii, 1. 
The Flock of my Paſture are Men, ſaith the Lord Ged. 
k. XXXIV. 31. 
He maketh him Families like a Flock of Sheep. Pſ.cvii, 2 | 
The Good NT giveth bis Life for the Sheep. 
| John x. 11. 
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>, of bis 
2 5 \ 0 00 "ao as his 
©. Flocks 77 Ad rael through the 


Hen 0 his Flock ; He led thent 
like a 4 820 14 g's Ke? 


nds of Moſes and Aaron. 
This was him of old, He ſhall feed bis Flack 
like a Shej Foy . all carry the Lambs in bis Bo- 
Jon 2 gently lead them that are 5 with Young. _ 


4 Bene 4.4 a Shepher 25 wit IF bis Floct, in 
1% among bis Sheep that are ſeattehed 
fe = 71 Jock k out my 602 7 2 out 1. all 


** 
Me whire they bade been featiered.” = will feed 
them in a good Paſture, they ſhall lie in a good Fold. 
I will feed my Flock, and I will cauſe them to lie 
dytun ſaith he Lord Gad. In the Days- of Iſrael's 
Journey thro? the Lands of the Deſart, they were 
led indeed like Sheep, and the tender Care of God 
cover them was like that of a Shepherd, and their 
whole Journey from Egypt to Canaan” became” like 
the reſt of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, a Shadow of 
ſome better Thing, namely, the Saviour's paſtoral 
Care over poor Sinners, W o from the time of their 
leaving the Garden of Eden had wandered like Sheep 
in the wide World 20 * e loſt. All we pike 133 
Bad on ay, WE, 4 pred eV 
ug, Er PN him e the Shep- 
berd, and ſought us La according to the Prophecies 
which I have mentioned ; and as he brought out his 
choſen People and {frael,. his Ele& from their Bon- 
dage ** ypt like a Flock, with a high Hand and 
with a ſtretched-ont d be find us groaning 
under the Iron Volt of 8 Fo and 43 Sa- 
lan, hen he came into our ſpiritual Egypt, zubere 
he alſo was crucified,” and there with his ſtretch- 
ed out he obtained and wrought our Deliverance, 
and like 4 good Shepherd laid down bit Ce for : for _ 
Sheep ; and now has he his Church like a 
are following their Shepherd," and returning out * 
all Countries and Places back to the Mount Sion avith 
everlaſting Toy upon their Heads ; and though Wa do do 
not go up in the ſame Company, nor perhaps will 
till the laſt Days, W are at but one Fold and under 
on Shepyers- bk © Bug 


The Time wall a ime to > gend moch of his 
tender Dealings with his ancient People; how he 


watched og and led them as a Shepherd, nor over- 
ve 


51 


drove his Flocks, nor ſuffered them to mingle with 
others, but was round about them with his everlaſt- 
ing Arms like a Wall of Fire, to make them lie 
down and reſt ſafely; or how he fed them from 
above with Manna, and clave and dug Springs for 
them in the Rock, of which Moſes and the Pſalms 
are full, But I will mention ſomething of David, 
who was one of the chiefeſt Types of Chriſt, and by 
whoſe Name (to ſignify He ſhould be his very Fleſh 
and Blood) our Saviour is fo frequently called in the 
Prophets. | | 


David was once a Shepherd, as Moſes had been, 
before God took him from watching the Ewes to lead 
his People, and both theſe Shepherds had perhaps 
learned in their Office with their Flocks, many 
Things neceſſary for their higher Office, when they 
became Shepherds of God's own purchaſed Flock, 
the Souls of Men; and thus the Apoſtles the 
ſame, for their 'T'oil and waiting in all Seaſons and 
Weathers to catch Fiſh, was helpful to them when 
Jeſus made them Fiſhers of Men. But in David 
this eſpecially was remarkable, that wwhen be was 
keeping bis Father's Sheep. there came a Lion and a 
Bear and took a Lamb out of the Flock, Now he 
did not fly in the Danger, nor flight the Loſs be- 
cauſe it was but a Lamb, (for he might have thought, 
it is but one, and it is better twenty Lambs be car- 
ried away than I riſque my Life, but he thought 

' otherwiſe) no, he purſued the Lion and the Bear, and 
when they roſe Wr bim be flew them, and took 
the Lamb away, and brought it back ſafe. Herein 
his Value for his Sheep, his Care of his Father's 
Flock, and his Bravery were evident, and this made 


— . ] , 


is him a lively Picture of hit God and Son our Lord 7e- 
1 ſus Chriſte © | | 
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In this manner our Saviour, in a certaid Parable, 
ſpeaks of the Salvation; be ſaith, A Shepherd. who 
bad an bundred Sheep and loſi one, left the ninety and 
nine in the Wilderneſs, and went out to ſetk that be 
bad let, and did not end his Search or give up | his 
Care and return till he bad found it, and then he laid 
it upon his Shoulders and brought it bame rejoicing, 
Afterwards he acquainted all his Friends and Neigh- 
bours of it, namely, that be had found the Sheep that 
Be had loſt, and was more glad about that one than 
of all the reſt that went not aſtray. This He ſpake 
of Himſelf, for He is that Good Shepherd who kept 
his Father's innumerable Flocks, and when' the De- 
vil like a roaring Lion had ſeized one, namely, the 
Human Race, which, however great in our Eyes, 
to him muſt be only like one Lamb out of an hun- 
dred, and leſs, ſince all the Nations of the Earth to 
Him are like a Drop of the Bucket : He did not think, 
Tuſh! it is only one Lamb, it is but one World, 1 
can make me many with a Word ſpeaking, nor did he 
flight his Loſs, and let it paſs unheeded, as if it was 
far better for ten thouſand Worlds to periſh than he 
to venture his Life, and undergo Pain and Danger ; 
no, he aroſe from his everlaſtmg Throne willingly, 
and fo infinitely he valued us, ſo faithful was he to 
his Father's Flock, and fo tender and loving to us 
that were loft, that he left all the Waglds above, 
parted as it were with the ninety and nine, and came 
a far Journey of thirty Years and upwards, and 
when he had found us we were in the Mouth of the 
Lion, and in the Paw of the Bear, torn, and pollu- 
ted, and ſpoiled, and not worth his Notice, yet he 
attacked the Enemy, and in Righteouſneſs made War; 
He wreſtled till his Sweat was like great Drops of 
Blood falling down to the Ground ; nor did, he give 
over till he had no whole Part, from the Crown 8 


171 
— Head to the Sole of his Foot, but was Bruiſed 
ore ſmitten in Body and Soul; nor yet did he 
till in his laſt Feel Pangs he caught the Bear 

Death, as it were by the Beard, and flew him, por 
as he poured out his Soul, he trod with ſuch Vio- 
lence on the Lion and the Dragon, that had N 
the Nations ſo long, that He gave up his Prey, 
our Shepherd cry'd out for Joy, tis 9 5 ed 2 

immediately took a Part of his Spoil (the Soul of one 
of the Thieves) with him into bade and bid all 
his Angels and Saints rejoice with him, for now, 
faith he, I have found that which I kad oft, Yea, 
he rejoiced more, and there was more fy + in the 
Holy Gbeſt and among A els of God over this 
Redemption, this ſaving Sheep, than over all 
the — t of his vaſt — br 8 beſide. All the 
Heavens, from that time to this, ring with it, Now 
is come Salvation ! Now the Kingdoms of the Earth are 
ain become the Kingdoms of the Lord and his * 1 a 

Thus has he merited r 75 Name LE fer 


Churches, The Good Shepherd that giveth bis Life for 
the Sheep. | 


It will be coke now to ſpeak of the Sheeþ whom 
this Shepherd has redeemed 2 the Fold in which 
they enter and are kept ; and in what manner they 
are gathered and brought home to the Shepherd and 
Biſbop of their Souls : And this I will do firſt of all, 
and then ſpeak of ſome other Things mentioned 


in this Chapter out of which 1 have choſen =y 
Text. 


In the Fall, all had been ſo ruined and boiled, 
and had fo loſt their firſt Make and Nature, that 
none properly ſhould be called Sheep but ſuch as are 
reſtoxed and waſhed * and healed by he * 
l 4 
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herd of Iſrael. Some what of the Nature of Sheep 
we all have, namely, an Inclination to wander, and 
a being eaſily frighted and driven farther and farther 
from our right Place, and as Sheep, when one at 
their Head breaks Bounds and goes aſtray all the reſt 
follow, ſo have, we done from our Youth up, we 
bave erred and ſtrayed from bis ways like loſt Sheep. 
But 'the Innocence and harmleſs Nature, the Love 
to the Shepherd, c. we have not till our Nature is 
changed by the Holy Ghoſt. 2 


Thoſe called by our Saviour his Sheep, are Be- 
lievers, People who follow him, who bear his Voice, 
who know him, on whom is his Mark, who enter the 
Fold by him, and to whom be gives eternal Life ; they 
hear bis Voice. Altho? all the Children of God love 
the Scriptures, and hear, joyfully the preaching of 
the Goſpel, . yet this is not what our Good Shepherd 
means. Many heard him in the Days of his Fleſh, 
as Herod heard John gladly, who nevertheleſs, as he 
tells them, did not hear bis Voice. To hear bis Voice, 
is to have him ſpeak to our Hearts, and awaken us 
out of our dead and carnal State, as it is written, 
The Dead ſball hear the Voice of the Son of Man and 
live. He teaches them they are loſt and undone, 
ſo that they confeſs it from a certain Knowledge and 
feeling of it inwardly, and no Man can perſuade 
them it is not ſo. Should one try to convince them 
that they are not ſo bad, or in a loſt or dangerous 
Condition by Nature, it would be to them the Voice 
of a Stranger, they would not follow it, for they bear 
not the Voice of Strangers, But neither is this all, 
for they hear the Voice of their Beloved. He who 
ſeemed to ſpeak roughly, like Jeſepb to his Bre- 
thren, when he awaked them out of their ſinful 
Sleep, he alſo ſpeaks comfortably like him, and falls 

on 


[9] 
on their Neck and kiſſes them. He ſpeaks in the 
right time, in tbe time of Love, and calls them, ſay- 
ing, ye are mine I your Sins are forgiven. From the 
time that we live through Faith in him, we hear bit 
Voice, we underſtand his Mind, He writes it in our 
Hearts, and there ſpeaks and communes with us ; 
and who is a Stranger to this, he muſt not imagi 
himſelf of the Sheepfold of Jeſus Chriſt. 


His Sheep follow him. He putteth bis own Sheep 
forth, and be goeth before them and they follow him, 
This is Part of the Parable with which our Saviour 
began this Diſcourſe, and is not ſo eaſy to be un- 
derſtood by People in our Nation, becauſe, with us 
it is ſeldom ſeen that the Shepherd goes before his 
Sheep, but generally after them. In other Coun- 
tries where are Wolves and Beaſts of Prey, the 
Shepherds watch their Flocks all Night, and are ſo 
continually with them, and ſo familiar, that the 
Sheep naturally keep near him, and ſhould he go 
forward, they do too, or does he ſtop, ſo do they; 
and this the Shepherds learn the Sheep to do, ſo 


that, without driving, they can lead their Herds in 


and out of the Fold, and into the Paſtures ea- 
ſily. | 


Feſus has taught his Sheep this Leſſon. He has 
ſo watched over his Flock, that as Jacob ſaid once, 
the Sun burnt bim by Day, and the Froſt conſumed 
bim by Night, when he watched his Father, Laban's 
Flocks, ſo is it true of the Good Shepberd 7, He bas 


laid down his Life to fave theirs, and has not be- 


haved like an Hireling, who flees when be ſees a Wolf 


coming; but he has been their Saviour, and they love 
him, and his Life becomes an Example to them, 


that they may tread in bis Footſteps : They are of a 
| 5 tender 


| 
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tender Conſcience, and afraid to do any thing with - 
out the Shepberd; they walk where he walked, and 
go out after him bearing bis Reproach ; and as he 
war, fo are they, like Lambs among M. „ber in this 
World. They follow bim. Natural Men can ſee at 
what they are aiming, and muſt own they are Follow- 
ers of the Lamb, and ſhall follow him about whither- 
ſoever He goeth. 


They cannot live impure, or careleſs, or ſinful 
Lives; the Shepherd did not 80 that Road, neither 
will they. | 


They know Him. I know my Ms: he faith, and 


am known of mine, 


They have obtained like precious Faith with the 
Saints gone before, and have the Spirit of Chriſt in 
them, They know who FJeſus is, they are not 
afraid to call him Lord; they haye experienced his 
almighty Power and Salvation, and know in whom 
they believe, He is their own dear God and Saviour, 
and his eternal Life is theirs. This he gives to all 
Believers : He that believeth hath everlaſting Life, 
and this is Life eternal, to know thee the true God. 
All bis People know him, from the leaſt of them to the 
2 of them, This high Attainment, this bleſſed 

ngth to which they have arrived, ſo as to be gc- 
guainted with God and at Peace with Him, has not 
been through any deep Study, or uncommon Know- 
ledge, or Parts or Learning in them (for the Chil- 
dren op this World are in their Generation wiſer than 
the Children of Light, and Babes and little Children 
is the Name our Saviour gives them) but it is given 
to them from abovs, they bave been taught it of Ged ; 


Jeſus has manifeſted bimſelf 40 them. 
| His 
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Hie Mark is upon them ; bis Name is 2 their 
Forebeade. As a Shepherd when he has found his 
loſt Sheep puts his Name and Mark upon them, fo 
does the great Shepherd of the Sheep ; but it is the 
Secret of God, the new Name written, which no Man 
knaweth ſaving him that receivetb it, They have a 
ſecret inward Aſſurance that the Beloved has ſealed 
them, and that their Names are graven upon bis 
Hands, and ſet as a Seal upon bis Arm. Of this the 
Holy Gheft is Witneſs to them, and they being 
ſealed ta the Day of Redemption, rejoice with Foy 
unſpeakable and full of Glory. No Man can pluck 
them out of the Shepherd's Hands. He has charged 
every. deſtroying Angel, Come not near any Man on 
whom is my Mark. The Blood of ſprinkling is 
upon their Door Poſts, the Deſtroyer muſt paſs 
by and do them no Harm: I his keeps them a 
quiet and peaceable People ; this comforts them 
amidſt many Misfortunes and Troubles; ſurely, 
can they ſay, 1 am the Lord's, His Name is upon 


Me. 


They enter into the Sbeepfold by Him. They 
know how they came among the Children of God, 
they were not born ſo, they did not come in by 
having had Abraham to their Father ; nor did they 
merit it by their holy Life, or purchaſe it with 
their Alms, but by means of Feſus Chriſt they 
entered in; He opened his Arms, and they took 
Refuge there; He ſet open his Blood and they 
waſhed there; the Vail of his Fleſh was rent, 
and they eſcaped. by that New and Living Way. 
Had not he ſtood their Friend, they had continued 
without among the Dogs, and fearful and unbelieving 

ts 
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to this Day. He became an open Door to them, and 
they entered in and were ſaved by Him. 


He gives them eternal Life. This I have ſpo- 
ken of before, for this is to know Him, and the 
very Life he lived, the very eternal Life he has 
who was dead and dies no more they have allo, 
and ſhall never die; their Bodies may lie wea- 
ried down in the Chambers of the Grave, and up- 
on the Bed where he lay, but farther Hurt they 
ſhall not they cannot ſuſtain. Their Souls cannot 
die, they cannot taſte of Death, no Bitterneſs or 
Sting of Death ſhall grieve or trouble them at their 
Departure, they ſhall live in Time and in Eternity, 
becauſe Chriſt who is their Life lives, therefore ſhall 
they live alſo. | | 


I ſhall now ſpeak of the Sheepfold, where be 
cauſes bis Sheep to lie down at Noon, as Solomon 
ſpeaks, or where they dwell alone ſafely, This is 
the Church of Gd; for though others have always 
mingled with his People, and perhaps every viſible 
Troop or Congregation is a mixed Company, yet 
he has a Fold inviſibly. His Arms furround his 
Flock, and as the Hills ſtand round about Feruſa- 
lem, fo the Lord flandeth round about his People 
from this time forth for evermore. He that knows 
the Number of the Stars, and calleth them all by 
their Names, be knows bis Sheep, and in the Day 
| awben be counts up bis Fewels will ſpare them, as a 
Man ſpares his Son that ſerves him, He leads them 
often out into green Paſtures, and feaſts them up- 
on the hidden Manna. They diſcern the Lord's 
Body, and partake of the Dreppings of the Sanc- 
tuary, and drink of that River which makes glad 
the City of God. Though others don't know them, 


Or 


1131 
or who they are, yet they know, and when any 
Danger is nigh they haſten into the Fold, and lie 
down in the Wounds of the Shepherd, whoſe bleed- 
ing Hands ſtretched out, lite the Wings of an Eagle, 
are the Walls of the Fold, and. all raund wait 
the miniſtring Spirits, the Armies of the Lord of 
Heft. Shepherds there are alſo under the Chief 
Shepherd, who are not Hirelings, but who feed the 
Flock which God 8 with his own Blood ; theſe 
miniſter within the Fold, and watch and help the 
Flock, till the Shepherd caſes them of their Office, | 
and ſuffers them to enter where the mixed Multi- 


tude are no more, but all are Sheep round about 
their Shepherd. | 


\ 


The general way in which the Sbepberd gathers 
bis Flock, is by the preaching of his Goſpel ; but 
herein the Holy Spirit is the chief, if not the only 
Miniſter, and is not confined to any Means. He 
draws and ſelects out of all Lands and Nations, 
Souls for our Saviour; he gives them Ears to bear 
bis Voice, He makes them a willing People in the 
Day of his Power, and leads them obediently 7s 
fallew the Lamb: He manifeſts and reveals brift 
and his Love to them, ſo that they know Him: 
He ſets the Mark upon their Foreheads, and He 
feals to the Day of Redemption: He directs poor, 
diſtreſſed, and miſerable People to enter in by Jeſus 
and be faved ; and it is He that inſpires them with 
Life eternal. | as 


But, beſide all that I have ſaid, this muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that there is no way to become 'a Child of 
God, or to enter his Sbeepfold, but by the Door 

_ Chrift. Whoever attempts to make himſelf righte- 
ous, or to attain Salvation, or to go to Heaven 
on any 


"[ 14] 
any other way, are like ſuch as enter not the Houſe 
the Door, but break in ſome, other way, and 
are Thieves and Robbers, and fo ſhall God treat all 
ſuch as ſtrive by other Means to come to Him, 


Again, we muſt learn from ſuch Men who have 
crept into the Miniftry for a Morſel of Bread, Men 
who preach for Hire and divine for Money, or, as 
our Saviour calls them, Hirelings, that though they 
care not for the Sheep, but feed themſelves and nat the 
Flock, yet we have a good Shepherd to whom we 

can apply ſafely, one who lays down. his Life for the 
Sheep. And ſince ſuch Men as I have mentioned 
are in all Places, let it teach us therefore not to ſlight 
all, or deſpiſe the holy Office of Labourers in God's 
Vineyard, but let us count them worthy of double 
Henour who rule well, and cleave the cloſer to our 
only High-Prieft and Paſtor, Jeſus, and put no Con- 
fidence in any other. 5 e 
Again, there is yet another Doctrine to be men- 
tioned, and that is, that our good Shepherd laid down 
bis Life willingly. He was not obliged or forced, 
He had Power to lay it down, or if be Pleaſer he had 
Power to take it again. The offering himſelf. to die 
for his People, and deſiring the Sword to ſmite Him 
the Shepherd for the Sheep that awere ſcattered, was 
bis free Love. He was a Pree-will Offering, His 
Mercy only led. bim on, and therefore: does his Fa- 
ther love him, therefore do his Sheep love him, and 
ſhall for ever and ever. Re ROS 
Nn SCE C103 . | Iii Ko ©, | Hot; 
But nqw, bow happy muſt they be who have a 


Part in bis Favour, who are his People and the Sheep 


* 


of bis Paſture, ? How ſafe who have his Father to 


Fake care. that no Man ſhall | pluck, them out of his 
Wis e e Hand-? 


1s ! 

Hand? How great Mercy is it that he invites us all 
into this Grace? and has ſpoken all his Parables with 
this view, that loſt Men might turn to 7he Shepherd 
and Biſhop of their Souls, and be numbered with bis 
Saints in Glory everlaſting. May you all, my dear 
Brethren and Siſters, be wiſe, and join with the Lit- 
tle Flack over which he is the univerſal Overſeer and 
only Head and Lord, and obtain of him the Aſſurance 
and Confidence that tbe Lord is your Shepherd, ſo 

all ye not want, 

To Him be Glory for ever and ever. Amen! 
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A HYMN. - 


Tf. E Lord my Shepherd, He 
So careful is of me, 
That I ſhall lack no more, 
Or mourn that I'm fo poor : 
No; now I quiet am, 
I'm rich, I have the Lamb. 
II. 
In Paſtures ever green, 
The ſpotleſs Nazarene 
His Child ſhall gently lead, 
And I ſhall freely feed 
On Meat 1 and Wine 
Drain'd from hinaſelf the Vine. 
III. 
Rivers ſtill and deep e b. 
Shall I my Vigils keep; 1 
His Word my Staff ſhall = 2 8 
When bow'd e 


® 
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When weary I may reſt 
On my dear Shepherd's Breaſt. 
IV. 

In Heat, the Croſs is made 
For all the Sheep a Shade ; 
There under get they all, 
More fafe than in a Stall ; 

No Thief or Robber there 
May any time appear. 


Salvation, as a Bound, 
Environs us around : 
This keeps the Fold ſecure, 
The Lamb ſtays at the Door, 
That no diſturbing Sin 


May ever enter in. 
VI. 


Before the Sheepfold's Gate 
J often ſee him wait; 
His Enſign in his Hand, 
His Fleece with Crimſon ſtain'd : 
Thus tenderly defends 
The Shepherd all his Friends. 
VII. © 
When in this Poſture I © 


e 8 
0 1. 38 


I fall on both my Knee 
And my Beloved praiſe, 
Who keeps me ſafe and ſure, 
Nor do I care for more., 
VIII. 
I truſt me to his Care, 8 5 ka tits 
And bid farewel to Fear; 
Becauſe I this believe 
I can no Harm receive, 
But out of Danger am, 
Protected by the Lan. 


- E . 
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